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President’s Message
This year marks Michigan Public Health Association’s 95th 
anniversary. Since 1900, the average lifespan of a person living 
in the United States has increased by over 30 years; and 25 of 
those years are attributable to advances in public health. Current 
national public health priorities,such as preserving the Affordable 
Care Act; reducing gun violence; reauthorizing transportation 
funding; and maintaining public health funding remind us our 
work is not done. 

MPHA was very active in legislative affairs in the 1980s. In 
the late 1980s, the Michigan legislature funded the Michigan 
Association for Local Public Health (MALPH) to serve as the 
focal point for public health policy in Michigan. MPHA decided 
to remain an independent organization rather than combine with 
MALPH, so it could continue to represent the voice of Michigan 
residents. 

We need your involvement to ensure MPHA remains a 
strong voice for the Michigan people! Over the years MPHA’s 
membership has declined from a high of 800 in 1974 to our 
current number of just over 100. But don’t let the numbers fool 
you. Despite our membership decline, we continue to offer a 
variety of opportunities for members: 

•	 The	Michigan	Journal	of	Public	Health--the	first	state	public	
health association journal

•	 Annual Public Health Nursing and Epidemiology 
conferences

•	 Michigan Premier Public Health Conference each fall 
•	 Formal Recognition of Michigan’s public health champions 

during Public Health Week each April
•	 A webinar series to help local health departments prepare 

for national accreditation 
•	 A mentoring program for public health students and new 

professionals in development 
•	 Policy webinars and regular monthly meetings to address 

public health legislation

If	you	value	the	unified,	collective	voice	that	MPHA	provides	
Michigan’s residents as well as the professional development 
opportunities available to you, then you will renew your 
membership during the November/December membership 
drive. Invite others to join, too. And get involved now! Join one 
of the multiple committees and/or sections; write articles for 
the newsletter or journal; attend conferences; sign up to be a 
mentor; run for a board seat. Get involved in those opportunities 
you value the most. 

You receive the IMPACT newsletter because you are an MPHA 
member. Thank you! Thank you for your investment in public 
health. Your investment allows MPHA to remain the voice for the 
people of Michigan. 

By: Christi Demitz
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About MPHA
Advocating Public Health since 1919

The	Michigan	Affiliate	for	 the	American	Public	Health	Association	
since 1921

What is MPHA?

MPHA is an interdisciplinary society of health professionals and 
other citizens who are concerned about problems and issues 
affecting public health in Michigan. People from all walks of life 
share these concerns and are welcomed as members. 

What is the purpose of MPHA?

•	 To promote public health in Michigan through education and 
advocacy.

•	 To conduct, or sponsor with others, research in public health 
and	allied	fields

•	 To disseminate information concerning developments in public 
health

What MPHA can provide for YOU?

•	 A forum for public health issues

•	 Input on priority issues selected each year by the membership

•	 Professional conferences

•	 Review of legislation and its impact

•	 Career development opportunities

•	 Leadership development

•	 Recognition and awards

•	 Affiliation	with	the	American	Public	Health	Association

•	 Peer-reviewed MJPH

•	 Camaraderie, collegiality, and fellowship

What YOU can provide MPHA?

•	 Help to develop goals and objectives for addressing public 
health issues through committees, divisions, task forces, or 
the Board of Directors

•	 Develop MPHA policies as a member of the Public Policy and/
or Legislation Committees

•	 Participate in leadership within your professional group -- 
MPHA Divisions

•	 Serve on MPHA committees such as Awards, Membership, 
Program, Newsletter, etc.

•	 Plan, attend, interact, and assist with MPHA conference and 
seminars

If you are interested in joining MPHA, please visit 
http://www.mipha.org/join-renew.php

Print Design Provided by Tarah Lantz
www.tarahlantz.com

http://www.mipha.org/join-renew.php
www.tarahlantz.com
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The Michigan Premier Public Health Conference (MPPHC) was 
held October 17-18, 2013 at the DoubleTree by Hilton - Bay 
City Riverfront. The joint planning committee, chaired by Carrie 
Monosmith of the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality 
included representatives from MPHA, MALPH, MDCH, MDA, 
MDEQ, U of M, MSU, MSMS, GLC-SOPHE, and 10 local health 
departments.

The conference brought together Michigan’s public health 
professionals to recognize the contributions of public health to 
Michigan’s communities, celebrate public health’s achievements 
of the past year, and disseminate best practices to improve the 
health of Michigan’s citizens.

Four informative keynote addresses/panels covering current 
Michigan public health initiatives and issues were presented:  
Michigan Integrated Food Emergency Response Pilot Project, 
John Tilden, DVM, MPH, Manager, Food Safety, Planning 
and Organization, MDARD and Paul S. Makoski, RS, MPA, 
Director of Environmental Health, Calhoun County Public Health 
Department.

“Responding to a Multi-state Medication Contamination Event:  
The 2012/13 Fungal Meningitis Outbreak”, April Petit, MD, 
MPH, Assistant Professor of Medicine, Division of Infectious 
Diseases, Vanderbilt University; Jevon McFadden, MD, MPH, 
Michigan	Career	Epidemiology	Field	Officer;	and	Wendy	Trute,	
MPH,	CPHA,	Health	Officer,	Grand	Traverse	County	Health	
Department

“Saginaw Bay Initiative Panel”, Charles Bauer, MDEQ, 
Water Resources Division; Mike Kelly, Director, Great Lakes 
Office	for	the	Conservation	Fund;	Joel	Strasz,	MPA,	Director,	
Health	Officer,	Bay	County	Health	Department;	Laura	Ogar,	
Director, Bay County Department of Environmental Affairs and 
Community Development

“Patient Centered Medical Home: Where is Public Health?”  Dr. 
Mouhanad	Hammami,	MD,	Health	Officer	&	Chief	of	Health	
Operation, Health and Human Services, Wayne County, 
Michigan

35 workshops were offered, covering topics such as Tobacco 
Free Schools, Using Multiple Methods to Share the Results of a 
Community Health Survey, Health Equity in Michigan, Improving 
Outdoor Air Quality in Michigan, and the Lake St. Clair Nonpoint 
Pollution Source Study.  In addition, the conference also offered 
15 poster sessions, exhibitor tables, and opportunities for 
informal networking and sharing.

During luncheons, partner updates were presented from MDARD, 
MALPH, MDCH, MSU, MDEQ, and U of M.  The Public Health 
Community Achievement Award was presented to the Western 
Upper Peninsula Health Department for their work in developing 
and conducting an Adult Behavioral Risk Factor Survey.  The 
Roy R. Manty Distinguished Service Award was presented by 
MPHA President Christi Demitz to Dr. Maurice Reizen, the former 
Director of MDCH.

Congratulations to the 2013 award winners!  Below are excerpts 
from the nomination forms submitted for the winners:

Roy R. Manty Distinguished Service Award

I believe Dr. Reizen is the strongest example of an individual 
committed to the advocacy and promotion of the public’s health.  
The legacy of his public health work in the State of Michigan is 
evident	in	numerous	ways,	but	the	most	significant	contribution	
Dr. Reizen has provided to public health was independently and 
creatively identifying the need for a state of Michigan Public 
Health Code.  The 1978 Michigan Public Health Code not only 
remains in place today, but it continues to be accessed and 
utilized by other states for public health reference.  

Dr.	Maurice	Reizen	continues	to	be	an	influential	leader	with	
his	lifelong	efforts	to	define	public	health.	Even	at	his	current	
and remarkable age of 94 years, Dr. Reizen remains active, 
participative,	and	influential	as	an	Ingham	County	Board	of	Health	
member and advocate for public health causes. During his long 
and stellar career, Dr. Reizen has achieved local, statewide, 
and national recognition as a recognized advocate for individual 
and community health, and as a respected and esteemed public 
health	colleague	and	leader	in	the	field	of	public	health.	His	work	
to improve the health of Michigan residents has been recognized 
for decades by public health colleagues, organizations, and the 
community.

Dr. Reizen’s major efforts during his tenure in local public health 
focused on securing funding for various local public health 
causes, and he is remembered for his strong success and 
leadership to secure local, state, and national funding for various 
public	health	causes.		His	work	in	the	field	of	public	health	has	left	
an indelible mark on the state of Michigan. His career spans over 
five	decades	and	has	impacted	the	lives	of	thousands	of	children	
and	adults.		He	has	influenced	young	health	care	professionals	
to seek out careers in public health, and encourages individuals 
to “have your hands directly in the work of public health” and not 
maintain a presence on the periphery.

continued on next page

2013 Michigan Premier Public Health Conference:
Public Health Experiences, Challenges, and Needs
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2013 Michigan Premier Public Health Conference (cont.)
Public Health Community Achievement Award

Western U.P. Health Department, in collaboration with 8 health care providers, conducted a regional health assessment in 2012 of 
unprecedented scope and detail for a small local public health agency, resulting in a 262-page full report and 8-page summary of 
community health needs in the 5-county jurisdiction. Most notably, we conducted an Adult Behavioral Risk Factor Survey modeled on 
the CDC BRFSS, sent it to 8,000 randomly sampled households, and received more than 2,500 completed surveys, more than 600 per 
population frame, giving the health department, its hospital and behavioral health partners, and the broader community reliable local 
data	with	narrow	confidence	intervals	for	the	first	time	ever,	in	a	replicable	and	cost-effective	manner.	

From partnership formation and planning, to data collection and analysis, to publication and dissemination, this project was a 
remarkable demonstration of a small local agency’s ability to provide leadership and expertise to perform a core public health function – 
community health assessment, the starting point for what we all do to protect and assure community health.

What are Michigan’s Annual Public Health Awards?

Each year during the Michigan Premier Public Health Conference, public health leadership, excellence and achievement are recognized 
by the presentation of two public health awards. The public health community is asked to nominate recipients for each of these awards.  
What are they?

•	 Roy R. Manty Distinguished Service Award (this joint award is presented to an individual and combines the previous Roy Manty 
Award given by MALPH and the Distinguished Service Award given by MPHA). This award was created to honor the name and 
perpetuate the memory of Roy R. Manty in the world of public health, and especially public health in the State of Michigan. He was 
Past President of MPHA (1969-1970) and was in ever-increasing leadership roles at the Michigan Department of Public Health. It is 
awarded for an outstanding contribution to public health in Michigan and is presented to an individual whose efforts to further public 
health in Michigan exemplify those of the award’s namesake. The award is the highest individual award given in Michigan by local 
public health. 

•	 Public Health Community Achievement Award (this joint award is presented to an organization, institution or charitable entity and 
combines the previous local public health partnership award and the special community service award). This award is presented 
to a Michigan agency, institution, organization or foundation that has affected the health status of the state’s residents through 
financial	contributions	to	public	health	efforts,	significant	improvement	of	public	health	in	Michigan,	exceptional	innovation	or	
service,	innovative	program	development,	research,	or	other	significant	support	of	public	health	endeavors.

 
By: Diane Revitte

Nursing Update: Nurses Using Local Media to Promote Prevention
Nurses most often have impact on patients one at a time. An innovative nursing column in a local newspaper demonstrates that ideas 
promoting primary prevention can reach thousands of people at once. Focusing on prevention can improve the health of individuals, 
families and communities. 

Nurses from local hospitals and academic institutions have collaborated with The Grand Rapids (MI) Press (Sunday circulation: 
130,000) to write nursing columns that focus on educating readers in the community on healthcare issues and preventive measures.
The nursing column has run monthly in the newspaper’s Sunday Health section for over three years. 

Examples	of	column	topics	have	included:		diabetes	management,	avoiding	the	flu,	new	CPR	standards,	proper	disposal	of	
medications,	faith-based	nursing,	preventing	pediatric	drowning,	acupuncture,	stroke	prevention	and	identification,	how	best	to	
communicate with your healthcare professional, disaster preparedness, coping with Parkinson’s Disease, understanding grief 
andholidays, caregiver burnout, gout, bee stings, RSV and shingles.

Readers have responded to the nursing articles with comments about how they are learning to care for themselves and how they share 
articles with others. A husband said he found the bee sting article to be helpful since his wife is allergic to bees. Another reader called to 
let the writer know he found the shingles article to be helpful.

Having nurses share their expertise with the broader public not only empowers the nurse, but also empowers the readers they are 
writing for. Through this kind of innovative collaboration, individuals will learn how practicing prevention will lead them to healthier lives.

By: Suzanne M. Keep Ph.D., RN
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Consumption of pharmaceuticals is on the rise in this country. 
This means that the probability of pharmaceuticals showing 
up in our waters increases as people continue to improperly 
dispose of unused and unwanted medications.

Have you inventoried your medicine cabinet lately? If you are like 
many	people,	you	might	find	some	unfinished	antibiotic	from	the	
last sinus infection you experienced. There may be some left over 
medication from a previous prescription your doctor no longer 
wants you to take. Tucked away in the back of that cabinet, you 
might	find	some	expired	over-the-counter	pain	reliever	and	that	
medicine the dog took when he was a puppy. Since you no longer 
have any need for these medications, you might decide to dispose 
of them by dropping them in the trash. Then again, you might 
decide on dumping them down the drain with running water or 
flushing	them	down	the	toilet.	That’s	what	mom	always	did,	right?
Before you decide to dispose of those outdated or unused 
medications	by	trashcan,	or	by	flushing	them	down	the	
drain or toilet—STOP! Have you ever considered just where 
pharmaceuticals go beyond your drain? Do you know what 
environmental effects many pharmaceuticals may have on your 
local water supply or even the water in our Great Lakes?    

How do pharmaceuticals get into our water supply?

As we pay more attention to our health and seek more medical 
treatments, people consume more and more pharmaceuticals. 
Because of this, it makes sense that there is a strong likelihood of 
pharmaceuticals showing up in higher concentrations in wastewater 
over time. Pharmaceuticals make their way into wastewater 
(used	water	from	our	showers,	toilet	flushes,	dishwashers,	and	
more) through elimination from the human body because the 
body does not absorb all the medication it consumes. They also 
make their way into wastewater through improper disposal of 
unwanted	medications	by	dumping	them	down	the	drain	or	flushing	
them down the toilet. That may not seem like anything to worry 
about because wastewater is treated; but wastewater treatment 
processes cannot handle the presence of pharmaceuticals. 

According to the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality, 
most septic systems and water treatment plants in this state are 
not properly equipped to remove pharmaceuticals from wastewater. 
Collection and disposal of unused pharmaceuticals by more 
sustainable approaches is, therefore, an important prevention 
measure to safeguard reducing contamination of the environment, 
well beyond your personal water supply. In fact, in a 2011 study 
conducted by the Alliance for Great Lakes, pharmaceutical 
byproducts in Lake Michigan and surrounding waters raise health 
concerns for more than 40 million people who rely on the Great 
Lakes and connected waterways as a source for drinking water. 
Additionally,	a	number	of	scientific	studies	show	pharmaceuticals	
in	the	water	can	have	significant	ill	effects	on	fish	and	wildlife	
populations.

What can we do to keep pharmaceuticals out of the 
environment? 

The most important action we can take is really quite simple – DO 
NOT DUMP your unused and unwanted medications in your trash, 
down the drain or in the toilet.

The most positive step we all can take is properly disposing of 
unused and unwanted pharmaceuticals and educating the public to 
do the same. Some examples of proper disposal include:

•	 Contact	the	pharmacy	where	the	prescription	was	filled	to	see	
if they have a drug take-back program.

•	 Contact your local county health department to see if they 
have a drug take-back program and ask them to consider 
adopting a program if one does not already exist.

            - West Michigan - http://www.wmtakebackmeds.org/

            - Capital Area - http://www.takebackmeds.org/

            - Washtenaw County – www.dontflushdrugs.com

•	 Contact your local law enforcement and ask if they have a 
pharmaceutical drop box—a drop box is a secure box for 
the safe disposal of expired or leftover medicine, including 
controlled substances. More local law enforcement agencies 
are accepting unwanted medications using a drop box 
program. This also includes medications that the DEA 
considers controlled substances.

•	 Check for a local pharmacy that participates in the Yellow Jug 
Old Drugs® program, operated by Great Lakes Clean Water 
Organization. This program collects and properly disposes of 
unwanted/unused drugs in a safe and approved manner to 
help	keep	our	water	clean.	To	find	a	participating	pharmacy,	
click here for Yellow Jugs Old Drugs ® pharmacy location 
map.

By:  Sandra Enness, MA, MPH (MPHA member) and Steve 
Stewart, MS, Michigan Sea Grant Extension

What’s In Your Medicine Cabinet?
How unused and unwanted medications can affect the Great Lakes

Photo Credit:
U.S. G.A.O.

http://www.wmtakebackmeds.org/
http://www.takebackmeds.org/
http://www.dontflushdrugs.com
http://www.greatlakescleanwater.org/yellow-jug-old-drugs/
http://www.greatlakescleanwater.org/yellow-jug-old-drugs/
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APHA Seeking Feedback on 
Proposed Policy Resolutions
In addition to the American Public Health Association’s (APHA) 25,000 members, 
the organization represents another 25,000 individuals who are members of our 
affiliated	state	and	regional	public	health	associations	and	others	who	are	committed	
to creating a healthy global society. APHA members and staff work closely with 
members of Congress, regulatory agencies and other public health organizations to 
ensure that public health is priority in the legislative and policymaking process. The 
policy statement development process for the Association is designed to be open to 
full participation of the membership and to ensure careful review by appropriate APHA 
boards, committees and other membership entities. Policy statements adopted through 
this process provide a record of the Association’s stance on a variety of public health 
issues	and	reflect	the	diverse	interests	of	the	APHA	membership.		

As a member of MPHA, you are encouraged to review APHA’s Proposed Policy 
Resolutions related to Health Disparities, Public Health Infrastructure and Workforce 
and	provide	feedback	by	to	Hope	Rollins	via	e-mail	at	hrollins0912@gmail.com.
As	MPHA’s	Affiliate	Representative	to	the	Governing	Council	(ARGC),	Hope
will relay all feedback received to APHA before voting takes place to approve the 
resolutions.  As you review the proposals, please take into account the following:

Is	the	scientific	basis	adequately	addressed?	Please	consider	a-e.
a.	 Is	the	scientific	issue	clearly	stated?
b.	 Is	the	scientific	issue	a	public	health	problem?
c. Is the extent of the problem described?
d. Is the issue consistent with or does it advance the state of science?
e. Does the proposed policy have disproportionate impact (positive or negative)  
          on underserved populations?

Is	balanced	scientific	documentation	provided?	Please	consider	a-c.
a. Are references connected to the text?
b. Are references complete, up-to-date, and peer-reviewed?
c. Are opposing views documented and refuted?

Are conclusions consistent with the evidence presented?

Are recommended actions logical and realistic?

Do you recommend support for this policy paper?

Should	state	affiliates	consider	adopting	a	policy	similar	to	this	policy?

Simply click on the hyperlinks below to view the proposed resolutions.  

APHA 2014 PROPOSED POLICY RESOLUTIONS  
Group D: Health Disparities, Public Health Infrastructure and Workforce
•	 D1: Addressing Rural Health Disparities: A Public Health Perspective
•	 D5: Strengthening the National HIV/AIDS Strategy: Supporting Continuing Efforts 

towards the Achievement of an HIV/AIDS Free Generation
•	 D6: Support for Community Health Worker Leadership in Determining Workforce 

Standards
•	 D7: Support for Social Determinants of Behavioral Health and Pathways for 

Integrated and Better Public Health 

During the months of March, May 
and June, the Michigan Public Health 
Association, through funding from the 
American Public Health Association, 
hosteda “Learning Community Webinar 
Series” to aid public health practitioners 
in their preparation for National Public 
Health Accreditation.  This series of 
webinars featured presentations from 
local accreditation coordinators across 
Michigan. Webinar topics included MI 
accreditation coordinators’ experiences 
undertaking PHAB prerequisites, 
quality improvement and performance 
management and workforce development. 

The	first	webinar	was	held	on	March	25th.		
This session featured Anne Barna from the 
Barry-Eaton District Health Department 
and Allison Dunn from the Central 
Michigan District Health Department 
sharing their experiences completing 
PHAB’s prerequisites. 

In the second webinar conducted on May 
1st, Mary Kushion shared her experiences 
with implementing a Performance 
Management System at the Central 
Michigan District Health Department and 
Jan Wiltse from District Health Department 
#10 shared their journey of Quality 
Improvement. 

Chelsey Chmelar from the Kent County 
Health Department completed the webinar 
series on June 3 with a presentation on 
a step by step process for creating an 
organizational workforce development 
plan.

Overall, the webinar series was a great 
success	and	was	a	great	first	step	in	
developing a Learning Community within 
MPHA.  Thank you to all those involved in 
the planning process and to our presenters 
for taking time out of their daily schedules 
to prepare and deliver these informative 
presentations.

Presentations and audio recordings of 
the webinar series are available at the 
following location: http://www.mipha.org/
professional-development.php

MPHA Learning Community 
Webinar Series: National 
Public Health Accreditation

http://www.apha.org/NR/rdonlyres/5C3482C0-C610-4E36-9D76-ABE1E9431301/0/D1RuralHealthFormatted.pdf
http://www.apha.org/NR/rdonlyres/839DA345-C2A0-4FE2-B756-4E59C177D36C/0/D5HIVStrategyFormatted.pdf
http://www.apha.org/NR/rdonlyres/839DA345-C2A0-4FE2-B756-4E59C177D36C/0/D5HIVStrategyFormatted.pdf
http://www.apha.org/NR/rdonlyres/03099A58-AB4C-41F8-8353-2B439BA4942C/0/D6CommunityHealthWorkerFormatted.pdf
http://www.apha.org/NR/rdonlyres/03099A58-AB4C-41F8-8353-2B439BA4942C/0/D6CommunityHealthWorkerFormatted.pdf
http://www.apha.org/NR/rdonlyres/386D0C83-13E7-4A77-9BAA-AB019E4F54E0/0/D7BehavioralHealthFormatted.pdf
http://www.apha.org/NR/rdonlyres/386D0C83-13E7-4A77-9BAA-AB019E4F54E0/0/D7BehavioralHealthFormatted.pdf
http://www.mipha.org/professional-development.php
http://www.mipha.org/professional-development.php
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Epidemiology Update
The Michigan Public Health Association Epidemiology Section 
held the 13th annual Michigan Epidemiology Conference 
on March 28, 2014 at the MSU Union on the Michigan State 
University Campus.  The goal of the conference is to discuss 
ongoing epidemiologic research and practice across the State of 
Michigan	and	beyond.	However,	another	very	noticeable	benefit	
is the networking that takes place at the conference. With a 
strong emphasis on epidemiology, individuals come together from 
health	systems,	academia,	non-profit	organizations,	industry,	
and government. In fact, the 2014 conference had a total of 290 
registrants with presenters and attendees from across Michigan, 
New Jersey, Texas, Georgia, New Hampshire, and Canada! 

After the opening remarks, including an excellent introduction 
by the MPHA President, Christi Demitz,  we welcomed 
three excellent speakers. Dr. Hannah K. Weir, CDC Senior 
Epidemiologist in the Division of Cancer Prevention and Control’s 
Epidemiology and Applied Research Branch, presented the 
keynote address on the CONCORD and CONCORD-2 Study. 
After introducing the concept of cancer surveillance in the United 
States and Europe, she addressed population-based cancer 
survival, both in North America and Europe.  While discussing 
differences in types of cancer, we also heard of differences in 
survival by location. Interestingly, Canada and the US survival 
rate was among the highest worldwide. However, she also made 
an important note that discrepancies in survival rate by gender 
and race appear to represent a large number of avoidable deaths.   
Dr. Weir’s presentation provided a great overview to multi-level 
cancer surveillance and we greatly appreciate her willingness to 
speak at our conference.  

Following	the	first	of	the	two	poster	sessions,	Dr.	Claire	
Margerison-Zilko gave a very interesting presentation on social 
factors related to adverse birth outcomes. Coming to us from 
the Department of Epidemiology and Biostatistics at Michigan 
State University, Dr. Margerison-Zilko provided a background on 
the social determinants of health and discussed how this can be 
presented within an ecological framework.  Her studies include 
the effects of economic contraction on maternal and infant health, 
neighborhood socioeconomic histories and preterm birth, and 
finally	the	contribution	of	maternal	birth	cohort	to	fetal	growth.	At	
the end of her presentation, her summary concluded how these 
studies	have	impacted	the	field	of	maternal	and	child	health	
epidemiology and prompted many great questions from the 
audience!  

Dr.	Alice	Shumate,	CDC	Epidemic	Intelligence	Service	Officer,	
traveled to Michigan to give a riveting talk on a university 
meningococcal disease outbreak investigation. After providing 
background on meningococcal disease, there was an in-depth 
discussion of the outbreak including outbreak characteristics, 
geographical distribution and laboratory results.  Due to the 
severity of the outbreak, there was an Investigational New Drug 
Proposal (IND) along with a very robust public health education 
campaign on how to reduce risk. Dr. Shumate’s presentation was 
of great interest to the audience and was very well-received. 

After the morning sessions were completed, multiple meetings 
occurred during the provided lunch.  The Michigan Association of 
Public Health and Preventive Medicine Physicians (MAPPP) held 
their annual meeting, as did the MPHA Epi Section to discuss not 
only how the conference was going, but to consider new ideas 
for future years and to welcome new section councilors. The 
Career Panel Roundtable, moderated by Joyce Lai, was also 
well-attended. This gave students an opportunity to discuss career 
options with professionals in various areas of public health.  These 
professionals included:
•	 Marcia Knol, M.Sc., Ottawa Department of Public Health, 

Epidemiologist
•	 Keira Wickliffe Berger, RN, MSN, MPH, MDCH, Region 2N 

Epidemiologist
•	 Valerie Reed, RM (NRCM), M(ASCP), MDCH, Bioterrorism 

Coordinator 
•	 Lisa Sturm, MPH, CIC, U of M, Acting Director of Infection 

Prevention
•	 Dr.	Alice	Shumate,	PhD,	CDC,	EIS	officer	
•	 Dr. Betsy Wasilevich, PhD, MPH, BCBS, Healthcare Manager; 

MSU Department of Epidemiology and Biostatistics, Asst. 
Professor 

The afternoon was comprised of the second poster session and 
breakout sections.  Two of these breakout sessions were held at a 
time for a total of four sessions: Health Behavior and Environmental 
Health Epidemiology, Infectious Disease Epidemiology, Child 
and Maternal Health and Social Epidemiology and Epidemiologic 
Methods. Breakout presentation titles and many of the 
presentations are available on the MPHA website. Please see 
the posted 2014 conference agenda under the “Annual Meeting 
Information” link at: http://www.mipha.org/epidemiology.php

Traditionally, the John Snow award is presented to the school 
with the highest rate of abstract submissions. For the third year 
in a row, we congratulate the MSU Department of Epidemiology 
and Biostatistics for winning the John Snow Award! Two poster 
sessions presented by both students and professionals displayed a 
total	of	47	posters	on	recent	findings	from	epidemiologic	research.	
All submitted posters were judged during the conference, and as 
in past years, one professional and one student will win a year 
membership to MPHA.  We had a three-way tie for professional 
presenters (Kyle Enger, Fatema Mamou and Sarah Mange) and a 
two-way tie for students (Mike Thompson and Claudia Valenzuela). 
After a random drawing from the aforementioned, we are 
pleased to announce this year’s winners: Kyle Enger and Claudia 
Valenzuela.  Congratulations! 

continued on next page

http://www.mipha.org/epidemiology.php
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Epidemiology Update (cont.)
The MPHA Epidemiology Section appreciates that this conference continues to be a forum for epidemiologic research and that students 
are	able	to	benefit	from	participating	in	a	professional	conference	as	they	join	the	ranks	of	public	health.	Reviewing	past	conferences’	
comments and suggestions, we aimed to provide more room for poster viewing while attempting to keep activities in the same area. 
However, it was noted in this year’s comments that there were overlaps between poster viewings and the breakout sessions that made 
some	of	the	presentations	difficult	to	hear.	

Unfortunately, while we reserved a microphone for each room, there was some last minute miscommunication and one was not available 
in one of the breakout rooms. We apologize to both presenters and the audience members for these inconveniences and will continue to 
use evaluation comments to improve the conference in future years. 

The purpose of holding this annual conference is to bring students and professionals together to discuss research being conducted 
within the State of Michigan and beyond, but this would not be possible without our sponsors, exhibitors, and supporters. In 2014, 
this includes Michigan Public Health Association, Surveillance and Infectious Disease Epidemiology Section, Michigan Department 
of Community Health, Michigan State University Department of Epidemiology and Biostatistics, Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan, 
Gilead Sciences, University of Michigan School of Public Health Department of Epidemiology, Michigan Association of Public Health and 
Preventative Medicine Physicians, Altarum Institute, Michigan Public Health Institute, Association for Professionals in Infection Control 
and Epidemiology – Great Lakes, Michigan State University Program in Public Health, Michigan Infectious Disease Society, Medimmune, 
Michigan Society for Infection Prevention and Control and Michigan Public Health Training Center. Again, many thanks for helping to make 
this a free conference of research and networking!  

The members of the MPHA Epidemiology section also deserve a sincere “thank you” for all the help and dedication to making the annual 
Michigan Epidemiology Conference a success. Members not only participated in the monthly (and later bi-weekly) meetings, but many 
went above and beyond to take on the increasing workload of not only planning the conference and ensuring CEUs were provided, but 
also	adding	new	vigor	to	our	mentorship	program	and	our	social	networking.		This	year’s	conference	also	benefited	greatly	from	many	
student volunteers that assisted with registration, set-up and break-down. We very much appreciate your help!

Overall, based on feedback during the conference and the evaluations, the conference was very well-received. The program ran smoothly 
and	many	interesting	research	findings	were	presented	in	multiple	areas	of	public	health	and	epidemiology.		The	MPHA	Epidemiology	
Section is grateful for all of those that participated and contributed to make this conference a success and we hope to see you again next 
year for the 14th Annual Michigan Epidemiology Conference in the spring of 2015. 

By: Tiffany Henderson

MPHA Remembers a True Public Health Champion
This summer, the Michigan public health community lost one of its biggest champions. Jean Chabut, RN, passed away in Lansing on July 
27, 2014. Jean had spent nearly 50 years working for public health in Michigan, starting as a public health nurse working for the City of 
Detroit Health Department in 1964. Jean moved to the Michigan Department of Community Health (MDCH) in 1982, where she led efforts 
to enact programs and policies related to maternal and infant health, AIDS treatment and prevention, cancer screening and prevention, 
tobacco use and smoking reduction, and injury and chronic disease prevention. Jean retired in 2013 as the Deputy Director for Public 
Health at MDCH.

Throughout her career, Jean knew that public health problems and concerns could not be tackled alone.  In all her efforts to improve the 
health of Michigan residents, Jean used her great gift of conveningthe stakeholders she thought were key to a project’s success and 
worked hard to develop successful partnerships to advocate for the health of Michigan communities and obtain the necessary resources 
at the local, state and national level.  Jean fostered this spirit of collaboration in themany leadership positions she held during her lengthy 
career, which includedserving as President of the Michigan Public Health Institute(MPHI) Board of Directors. She also played a key role in 
the founding of the National Association of Chronic Disease Directors and was a highly respected and frequently called upon resource by 
her colleagues around the country. 

Jean received multiple honors for her work, including the Roy R. Manty Distinguished Service Award in 2010 from MPHA and the Michigan 
Association for Local Public Health (MALPH). Jean was also recognized as a Public Health Champion during the 2013 Public Health 
Week ceremonies. In her memory, two new awards for public health advocacy are being developed – one from the National Association of 
Chronic Disease Directors and one to be awarded jointly by MPHA, MALPH, and MPHI. The Michigan Public Health Week Partnership will 
also rename the Public Health Champion award in her honor.

The Michigan Public Health Association expresses our sincere gratitude to Jean for her amazing contributions to public health in Michigan 
and offers heartfelt condolences to her family and friends.
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Message from the Membership Chair
As Chairperson of the Membership Committee, I would like to welcome all new and returning members of the Michigan Public Health 
Association! I sincerely thank each of you for your continued interest in being a member of one of the leading professional associations 
for	people	dedicated	to	promoting	and	protecting	the	health	and	environment	of	all	Michigan.	As	the	state	affiliate	of	the	American	Public	
Health Association, MPHA offers its members involvement in unique public health opportunities. In the past year, MPHA leadership has 
worked hard to engage members and provide additional opportunities for involvement, such as:

•	 Hosting ‘meet and greet’ sessions for MPHA members at the annual conferences for the Epidemiology and Public 
Health Nursing Sections 

•	 Identifying new ways to reach out to public health students across the state and growing the Student Section 
•	 Sponsoring ten students to attend the Michigan Premier Public Health Conference
•	 Publishing “Public Health in the News,” a bi-weekly roundup of local, state, and national news related to public health 

issues
•	 Hosting a webinar series for local health departments on national accreditation readiness 
•	 Reactivating the Facebook and LinkedIn pages to provide members a platform to engage and share ideas
•	 Working with other public health organizations as part of the Michigan Public Health Week partnership

We hope to continue these activities in the future, as well as offer additional opportunities to be involved in public health efforts in 
Michigan. As we approach the membership renewal period in November, I encourage all members to not only renew their memberships 
for	2015,	but	to	grow	our	organization	by	inviting	a	friend	or	colleague	to	join	as	well.Remind	them	of	the	benefits	of	being	a	member,	such	
as: 

•	 Learning about job opportunities
•	 Developing leadership potential and furthering professional growth
•	 Advocating for health issues
•	 Expanding your network of public health contacts
•	 Being	the	first	to	find	out	about	conferences
•	 Opportunity to publish in our journal

I	hope	you	take	the	time	to	look	through	our	websiteto	find	out	more	about	how	to	make	the	most	of	your	membership	and	learn	about	
the	additional	benefits	MPHA	offers.	I	hope	you	will	get	involved	through	participating	in	the	upcoming	conferences,	committees,	
andleadership opportunities. Additionally, you can interact with other MPHA members and its leadership through our Facebook and 
LinkedIn pages. We often post about job opportunities and relevant public health issues and events.

Again, thank you for your continued support of our great organization. I look forward to meeting many of you at upcoming events.Please 
do	not	hesitate	to	contact	me	by	email	at	dmuthukuda@mipha.org	if	you	have	any	questions	or	an	idea	to	share.	

Regards,

Dilhara Muthukuda
Chairperson, Membership Committee
Board Member, Michigan Public Health Association


